Occupational Outlook and Typical Salaries

The number of special education teachers is expected to increase by 15 percent from 2006 to 2016, faster than the average for all occupations. Although student enrollments in general are expected to grow slowly, continued increases in the number of special education students needing services will generate a greater need for special education teachers.

According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, in 2006 the median salary for special education teachers was $40,880 at the preschool, kindergarten, and elementary level; $38,600 at the middle school level; and $41,290 at the secondary level. The range of salaries was from less than $26,640 to over $67,000.
Median annual earnings in May 2006 of wage-and-salary special education teachers who worked primarily in preschools, kindergartens, and elementary schools were $46,360. The middle 50 percent earned between $37,500 and $59,320. The lowest 10 percent earned less than $31,320, and the highest 10 percent earned more than $73,620.

Median annual earnings of wage-and-salary middle school special education teachers were $47,650. The middle 50 percent earned between $38,460 and $61,530. The lowest 10 percent earned less than $32,420, and the highest 10 percent earned more than $80,170.

Median annual earnings of wage-and-salary special education teachers who worked primarily in secondary schools were $48,330. The middle 50 percent earned between $38,910 and $62,640. The lowest 10 percent earned less than $32,760, and the highest 10 percent earned more than $78,020.

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Occupational Outlook Handbook, 2008-09 edition.

Typical Salaries by Rank
	Rank
	State
	Average Salary
	Beginning Salary
	 
	Rank
	State
	Average Salary
	Beginning Salary

	1
	California
	$63,640 
	$38,875 
	 
	26
	Wisconsin
	$46,707 
	$31,588 

	2
	Connecticut
	$61,039 
	$41,497 
	
	27
	North Carolina
	$46,137 
	$31,487 

	3
	New Jersey
	$59,730 
	$44,523 
	
	28
	Colorado
	$45,832 
	$36,211 

	4
	New York
	$59,557 c
	$39,500 
	
	29
	Texas
	$45,392 
	$38,522 

	5
	Rhode Island
	$58,420 
	$34,838 
	
	30
	Idaho
	$45,094 
	$30,000 

	6
	Illinois
	$58,275 a
	$38,363 
	
	31
	Arizona
	$44,700 
	$35,127 

	7
	Massachusetts
	$58,178 a,b
	n/a
	
	32
	Arkansas
	$44,493 
	$30,510 

	8
	Maryland
	$56,927 
	$40,849 
	
	33
	South Carolina
	$44,355 
	$31,336 

	9
	Michigan
	$55,541 
	$34,100 
	
	34
	Tennessee
	$43,815 a
	$33,459 

	10
	Pennsylvania
	$54,977 
	$36,599 
	
	35
	Kentucky
	$43,787 
	$31,304 

	11
	Alaska
	$54,678 
	$42,006 
	
	36
	Alabama
	$43,389 
	$35,517 

	12
	Delaware
	$54,537 a
	$39,941 
	
	37
	Kansas
	$43,318 
	$30,408 

	13
	Ohio
	$53,536 
	$35,676 
	
	38
	Iowa
	$42,922 
	$30,331 

	14
	Hawaii
	$51,916 
	$39,361 
	
	39
	Louisiana
	$42,816 a
	$34,410 

	15
	Oregon
	$51,080 d
	$35,400 
	
	40
	New Mexico
	$42,780 
	$32,081 

	16
	Wyoming
	$50,771 
	$40,084 
	
	41
	Oklahoma
	$42,379 b,d
	$36,278 

	17
	Georgia
	$49,836 
	$31,659 
	
	42
	Maine
	$42,103 
	$28,517 

	18
	Minnesota
	$49,719 
	$33,018 
	
	43
	Nebraska
	$42,044 
	$29,215 

	19
	Nevada
	$49,426 
	$35,480 
	
	44
	Montana
	$41,146 
	$27,143 

	20
	Virginia
	$49,130 a
	n/a
	
	45
	West Virginia
	$40,534a
	$30,626 

	21
	Washington
	$47,880 
	$31,442 
	
	46
	Missouri
	$40,384 
	$31,285 

	22
	Indiana
	$47,832 
	$32,076 
	
	47
	Mississippi
	$40,182 
	$32,141 

	23
	Vermont
	$47,645 
	n/a
	
	48
	North Dakota
	$38,586 
	$27,064 

	24
	Florida
	$47,219 a
	$37,600 
	
	49
	Utah
	$37,775 
	$28,653 

	25
	New Hampshire
	$46,797 
	$30,185 
	 
	50
	South Dakota
	$35,378 
	$26,988 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	a. includes extra-duty pay; 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	b. includes fringe benefits such as healthcare where applicable;
	
	
	
	

	c. median; 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	d. includes employer pick-up of employee pension contributions where applicable.
	
	


Source: American Federation of Teachers

Teacher Salaries in Canada

In Canada, each district gets to decide individually the teacher pay scale, but the scale is very similar for every district in a particular province. 
For information on salaries in Canada, see below.

Average Teacher Salaries by Province 

	 
	4 Years of Education
	6 Years of Education

	
	Minimum
	Maximum
	Minimum
	Maximum

	Alberta (2003-04 
simple average)
	$43,653
	$68,967
	$48,779
	$74,126

	British Columbia
	$37,908
	$56,743
	$45,506
	$70,684

	Saskatchewan
	$38,700
	$59,500
	$43,570
	$66,103

	Manitoba
	$37,948
	$58,737
	$42,887
	$65,310

	Ontario
	$37,043
	$62,625
	$42,258
	$73,472

	Quebec
	$36,196
	$58,633
	$41,982
	$63,527

	New Brunswick
	$33,776
	$52,231
	$40,482
	$62,292

	Nova Scotia
	$35,906
	$57,376
	$44,168
	$67,978

	Prince Edward Island
	$30,341
	$46,871
	$38,480
	$59,657

	Newfoundland 
& Labrador
	$34,838
	$45,264
	$45,280
	$60,212

	Yukon
	$56,717
	$83,428
	$62,074
	$90,663 


Source- Education Canada Network

Please note that the Canadian salaries are in Canadian dollars.  Conversion rate calculator.  

If you moving to another state and would like cost of living information, click here.
