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*» It doesn’t seem like it’s been a year since we

Welcome Bac

together... f
— Obama Administration Pursuing Legislative
 Focus on Healthcare, Healthcare, Healt :

e But... Also Education
— American Recovery and Reinvestme-
— ESEA Reauthorization
“More than any other issue, education

issue of our generation and it can't wait—because
tomorrow won't wait—the world won't wait—and our

children won't wait.”

— U.S. Secretary of Education, Arne Duncan * September 24, 200‘9
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All Mleans Al

“So today | am
calling on all of
you to join with us

= Critical policy
Issues facing

to build a o _
transformative the education
education law community
that offers every  [IEUSIoI
child the addressed in
education they consultation
want and with
need...” educators,
parents, and
students

U.S. Secretary of
Education, Arne
Duncan
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U.S. Constitution

The First Amendment

+ Congress shall make no law respectin
establishment of religion, or proh1b1t1
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press; or the right of thepeople
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the
government for a redress of grievances.
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HOWEVER...

"The right to be
heard does not
automatically
include the right
to be taken
seriously."

Hubert H. Humphrey

Vice President & U.S.
Senator
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What Works / What Doesn’t
The Competition and The Noise

Who Are Members of Congress?/S
and Operations of a Congressiona.

Strategies for Your Meetings .

Importance of Follow-up

Questions
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EFFECTIVE??
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EFFECTIVE
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A HIGHLY COMPETIT
ENVIRONMENT

+ $3.47 Billion Million in Lobbyi
in 2009 ($91 million on educat

+ 13,739 Registered Lobbyists (a
per Member of Congress)

- Diversity of issues, interests, resources,
priorities




Competing With Al

CEC’s Legislative Agenda, o G vy e

Do You...
V' Have a good relationshis with your membar of Congrest or
ir o d

Initiatives & Strategies i

talents on Capitol Hill*
v Want to be part of CEC's granroots advocacy team?

— Outreach Efforts L AP

— Children and Youth Action : :
Network a—— e, £

Chi!dren _

G ¥ei! Sign me up o become & CEC Congremional Liskion:

— Congressional Liaison Program

— Online Legislative Action
Center

— THIS MEETING e

le gislation concerning students

with disabilities andsor gifts and
talents

- FOLLOW-UP FROM THIS == e
MEETING ‘

L]
v .'!i'm members of Congress
&0

GUIDE TO THE MEDIE Wtite wourlocal medial
D il s qungliashi 1] Just enter your zip code to access

]
hitp//capwiz.com/cek/home ” co un ci] for
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Who are Members of
Congress? '
+ Before they were elected officials they

- Lawyers |

- Educators

- Business Executives

- Homemakers -
- Farmers - Basebalayer

- Comic (!!)
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Structure and Operatio_
A Congressional Offic

 Turbulent, Fast-Paced Enviro'
—Members scheduled to the
—Other groups of constituent:

—Committee Hearings
—'The Workload
—The Unexpected
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Advocacy Methods

Phone

Cal Emall

Pros: Efficient,
Can Refine
Message Before
Sending

Pros: Quick, easy
way to discuss
issue

Cons: May be
difficult to
connect, get
message across

Cons: May be
difficult to

connect, easy to
be set aside

Meeting

Pros: Good
relationship

builder,

establishes future

contact

Cons: Requires
more time than

calling or
emailing

A
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All Advocacy Meth
Require:

* Planning Ahead

— Assess Past Support When D
1-2 Priorities.

—Prepare a Specific, Measurabl
Focus Discussion on 1 or 2 Isst

—Know Going in that FOLLOW-UP W1
BE ESSENTIAL
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Know Your Audie

* A typical Member/Aide may ;
themselves:
—Who are these people? |

— What will they want me to do?

—Should I care? Will this make!
difference back home?

—What can I ask them to do?

— Will they be satisfied with this meeting?

— Will they follow-up? - .
Sp iz
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Know Your Audie

Be ready, know who you're
meeting/emailing/talking witl

 Good Intro — Name, Hometovv_
Practice and Purpose of Visit

* Deliver Key Message Points

« THE “ASK”

 Make Intention to Follow-up Clear




The Follow Up

> Note to c

Person In w

/ Office
i

> Follow-up \

pubpol

- :
. Council for
Exceptional
Chlldren

8 The vo special education



SOME TIPS

v'Allow Your Passion for
What You Do Shine Through

v'Be a Positive Representative
of Your Profession, Your
Students, Your Colleagues

v'Don’t Assume

v'Brief, Simple and
Coordinated

v'Own the Talking Points
v'Listen

v'Saying “I don’t know” is OK
v'Photo
v'Deliver the “Ask”

v'Set-up Your Follow-up
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Follow-Up is"
EVERYTHING

« Relationships Make ALL the Difference

e Be The “Go-To” Resource on Gifted Edt
for Your Senators and Representative
— Thank You Note
— Follow-up E-mail
— Congressional Recess Visits / Town

— Reaching Out to Others...Colleagues, Fa e
Neighbors

— Invitation to visit successful gifted ed program

@

o Council for
Exceptional
Children

The voice and vision of special education




“OK, you’ve convinced me.
out there and bring pressure
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