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June 15, 2009
The Honorable Arne Duncan
Secretary 

U.S. Department of Education 
400 Maryland Avenue SW 
Washington, D.C. 20202
Dear Secretary Duncan:
On behalf of the Council for Exceptional Children’s (CEC) 40,000 members, we appreciate your commitment to special education and your leadership on the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.  Over the last 34 years, CEC has consistently advocated for the full funding of all parts of IDEA, and we recognize that the Recovery Act funds are a significant step in that direction.  We appreciate the Administration’s efforts in implementing this legislation, and we encourage you to retain the Department’s April 1, 2009 guidance, regarding the maintenance of effort adjustment.  

The Recovery Act funding was sorely needed by special education programs across the nation.  These programs are charged with providing a free appropriate public education to seven million students with disabilities everyday.  This historic infusion of money presents a long overdue opportunity for these programs to build capacity and infrastructure, which due to a chronic lack of funding may not have been fully developed.  If local education agencies have not been able to ‘meet requirements’, then diverting this much needed funding into other areas is not a wise investment and subverts IDEA’s intent.  Therefore, CEC encourages the Department to retain its April 1, 2009 guidance, and restrict programs which have failed to ‘meet requirements’ from using the maintenance of effort adjustment to divert funds away from special education.  

Special education programs can use all of the resources they receive from the Recovery Act.  Most special educators have worked in the field for many years and are extremely committed to the children they serve.  As such, they know and have long planned how they will wisely invest these funds.  CEC captured some of their best ideas in its document, American Recovery & Reinvestment Act: Making Wise Investments to Support Positive Outcomes for All Students with Exceptionalities. I have attached a copy to this letter so you can see the many ways our community is planning to use Recovery Act monies.  Most importantly, all of these options represent sustainable, long-term investments.  
As the largest professional organization of teachers, administrators, parents and others concerned with the education of students with disabilities, CEC thanks you for all of your work to ensure that Recovery Act funds are used for the best purpose, and we encourage you to continue to support students with disabilities and the professionals who serve them. 
To the extent we may be of assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me directly at debz@cec.sped.org or 703-264-9406.  Thank you again for all of your efforts to provide all children with the education they deserve.  

Very Truly Yours,







[image: image2.png]o Council for
(s P Exceptional
Children

The voice and vision of special education




Deborah A. Ziegler, Ed.D.
Associate Executive Director

Policy and Advocacy Services  
Cc:
Carmel Martin

Russlynn Ali


Tony Miller


Charles Rose


Patty Guard
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