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    American Recovery & Reinvestment Act: Making Wise Investments to Support Positive Outcomes for All Students with Exceptionalities
In February, President Obama signed into law the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA), which provides over $100 billion to meet the needs of America’s students.  This investment represents an unprecedented infusion of federal funding into education, particularly special education.  The Administration hopes this funding will both (1) stimulate the economy in the short term by reducing budget cuts, which often result in personnel layoffs, and (2) ensure long-term national economic prosperity by investing in innovative education reforms that will produce better educational outcomes for students.  
To assist its members, the Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) is providing suggestions for the responsible use of this investment. CEC hopes its suggestions help members balance ARRA’s competing priorities: implementing best practices aimed at creating positive outcomes for students with disabilities, and, at the same time, understanding that this one-time funding, which may not be sustained in future years.  
Basic Summary of ARRA Funding

ARRA funding impacting special education originates from two main funding streams: $12.2 billion for IDEA formula grants to states and $53.6 billion for the State Fiscal Stabilization Fund (SFSF).  Funding channeled through IDEA grants to states for infants and toddlers (Part C), preschool children (Part B Section 619), and school aged students (Part B) may be spent on any activity allowed by IDEA 2004.  
An overwhelming majority of the SFSF funding ($39.8 billion) is to be spent on restoring funding for education activities authorized by the Elementary and Secondary Education Act/No Child Left Behind, IDEA, the Adult Family Literacy Act, and the Carl Perkins Career and Technical Education Act. An additional $8.8 billion of SFSF funds may be used on education programs, school modernization, public safety, or other government services.  Lastly, $5 billion of SFSF funds are split between two competitive grant programs: the Race to the Top Fund ($4.35 billion) and the What Works and Innovation Fund ($650 million).
CEC’s guiding principles and suggested investments are based on the authority provided by IDEA and ARRA.  To ensure full compliance with IDEA and ARRA, CEC recommends thorough review by all stakeholders. 

CEC’s Guiding Principles for Using ARRA Funding—Idea Formula Grants
· One-Time Investment: While ARRA represents an historic investment in education, the Administration has repeatedly stated that its funding is a one-time infusion. CEC will advocate for this funding to be the baseline for all future IDEA appropriations but there is no guarantee.  Therefore, CEC recommends that states, districts, schools, and early intervention programs consider using ARRA funding for sustainable activities centered on capacity-building. Members should ask themselves: Will these funds result in sustainable investments and pay off in the long-term? 
Suggested Investments Include:

· Professional development: Investments in training for all professionals that focuses on evidence-based practices that can be replicated; strong follow-up to professional development courses, provided to teachers in their classrooms to assist them in implementing what they have learned over time; use of expert teachers and coaches to mentor new or less seasoned teachers; videotaping good practices within your program and sharing these with all professionals to strengthen abilities; training one or a small group of individuals so they can train many other professionals within your system for years to come; specific training on how to interpret data, identify what is important about it, and how it can be used in the classroom to identify students’ needs, show their progress, and assist in day-to-day teaching;
· Response to Intervention: Developing and implementing universal screening procedures, appropriate interventions, and progress monitoring; provide training for education professionals on appropriate school-wide interventions and systems;

· School-wide strategies: Implementing school-wide programs like  Universal Design for Learning, Positive Behavioral Supports, and Response to Intervention;
· Improving data systems: Improving the systems and collection to support measuring student growth, use as a diagnostic tool to drive instruction strategies and program need, and enforce better tracking of children from IDEA’s infants and toddlers with disabilities program (Part C) to preschool program (Part B Section 619);
· Improving assessments: Supporting inclusive practices for students with disabilities; developing or reevaluating multiple measures of assessments, such as performance-based assessments and curriculum-based measures;
· Purchasing assistive technology: Obtaining assistive technology devices and providing training on their use to support access to the general education curriculum for students with disabilities; and developing or strengthening web-based IEPs aligned with state content standards; 

· Assisting Families: Developing programs to train and support families of infants and toddlers with disabilities receiving services under IDEA Part C and expanding the availability and range of inclusive placements for preschool children with disabilities.

CEC’s Guiding Principles for Using ARRA Funding—State Fiscal Stabilization Funds

· Higher Education: Investing education and general expenditures within Institutes of Higher Education to prevent the need to raise tuition and fees for in-state residents. Such investments may include support for salaries of classroom/laboratory instruction; support for academic facilities; support for personnel, payroll, security, and environmental health and safety; administrative offices; students services that address student’s emotional and physical well-being; and student financial aid such as IHE sponsored grants and scholarships. Modernization, renovation, or repair of facilities within Institutes of Higher Education used primarily for instruction, research, or student housing.

· Preserving and Creating Jobs: With an estimated 40 states confronting fiscal deficits and an estimated 600,000 education employees facing potential layoffs, CEC recommends that states, districts, schools, and early intervention programs consider using ARRA funds to preserve and create jobs for teachers, administrators, and related service personnel.  Investing in a strong educational workforce is critical for the future of America’s students and economic infrastructure.  
Suggested Investments Include:

· Preserve jobs of early interventionists, educators, administrators and related service personnel and paraprofessionals who are currently in danger of being laid off due to budget cuts not because of their performance;  
· Rehire early intervention/school personnel who have already been laid off due to budget cuts not because of their performance; 
· Hire early intervention/school personnel to address shortage areas if this investment can be sustained after ARRA funds are exhausted; and

· Hire transition coordinators and job developers for students with disabilities entering into the workforce.
CEC’s Guiding Principles for Using ARRA Funding—IDEA Formula Grants and State Fiscal Stabilization Funds

· Investing in Innovative, Evidence-Based Practices: Funding provided by ARRA provides an unprecedented opportunity for states and school districts to invest in innovative, evidence-based practices to benefit all students, including those with exceptionalities.  ARRA’s dual funding streams impacting special education – IDEA formula grants and State Fiscal Stabilization Funds – enable states and school districts to consider implementing initiatives to better the educational outcomes of students, previously constricted by lack of funding.  
Suggested Investments Include: 

· Curriculum development and instructional materials based on evidence-based practices.
·  Integrating the principles of Universal Design for Learning (UDL) into all facets of learning including curriculum, instruction, and assessment.  RESOURCE: http://www.cast.org/  

· Integrating school-wide Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS) to address behavior and discipline issues by teaching expectations of acceptable behavior 

    RESOURCE: http://www.pbis.org/default.aspx 

· Scaling up policies and practices related to restraint and seclusion of children with challenging behaviors.
Summary

CEC is pleased to provide its members with a framework for suggested investments.  While this is not intended to be an exhaustive list, CEC hopes it will provide a framework for early intervention programs, states, and school districts to use when considering how best to spend ARRA funds. Furthermore, CEC supports systems changes that are also necessary to create better learning environments for students and achieve ARRA’s goals. For example, CEC supports improving assessments for all students, including students with disabilities; improving academic content standards; and improving data collection and use of data.

CEC is committed to providing its members with up-to-date information on ARRA and its implications for early intervention/special education. For more information, visit www.cec.sped.org>>Policy&Advocacy.  
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