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Issue Brief

Special/Gifted Education Funding
Background
Every year, Congress appropriates funding for every federal program. This includes education programs that impact students with disabilities and/or gifts and talents and the professionals who work on their behalf.  In recent years, federal funding for education – particularly special and gifted education – has been largely stagnant, with only a few programs receiving minimal increases.  
In February 2009, however, Congress passed and President Obama signed the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA), which invested more than $100 billion into education. CEC applauds this historic investment.  But even though ARRA doubled funding for most Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) programs, it did not achieve full funding of IDEA and did not provide any support for several other important programs.  For example, ARRA did not fund research in special education or IDEA Support Programs (Part D).  ARRA also did not fund the Jacob K. Javits Gifted and Talented Students Education Act, the only federal program dedicated to supporting students with gifts and talents.  CEC believes these programs are critical to the long term success of all of our students and thus, the success of our nation.
CEC Recommends Congress Take the Following Actions:
· Fully fund IDEA

In 1975, when IDEA was originally enacted, Congress committed to providing 40% of the national average per pupil expenditure to assist state and local education agencies with the excess cost of educating students with disabilities.  For fiscal year 2009, funding for IDEA including the ARRA amounts reached a historic 32.4%.  Unfortunately, this is still less than full funding.  
Furthermore, the U.S. Department of Education and the Administration repeatedly stress that ARRA funding will end.  Indeed, they repeatedly mention the “funding cliff.”  Because all IDEA programs have been underfunded for decades, CEC believes ARRA’s investment must be the baseline for future federal funding of special education programs.  CEC and its members have long advocated for full funding of IDEA and therefore, will advocate for ARRA’s substantial investment to remain intact and increase in the future.

· Appropriate $279 million in FY 2010 for Special Education and Early
                 
Intervention Research
Education Science Reform Act (ESRA): 
· Research enhances teachers’ ability to use strong evidence-based practices in their classrooms. Without good research, the field cannot respond to the growing demands of a global economy.  This funding would support research and help us understand how students learn best and what teaching practices most enhance their education and result in meaningful learning.
· Appropriate $20 million in FY 2010 for Gifted and Talented Education

Jacob K. Javits Gifted and Talented Students Education Act:
· The Javitz Act must be funded at this level to initiate and support a coordinated program of service that will enhance schools ability nationwide to serve students with gifts and talents.
CEC Contact Information

For more information, please contact either Deborah A. Ziegler, Associate Executive Director for Policy and Advocacy Services at CEC, 1110 N. Glebe, Suite 300, Arlington, VA 22201, debz@cec.sped.org, 1-800-224-6830 ext. 406 or Lindsay E. Jones, Senior Director for Policy and Advocacy at CEC, lindsayj@cec.sped.org, 1-800-224-6830 ext. 403.  
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