


The Council for Exceptional 
Children is blogging! The 
internet can be an extremely 
helpful tool when it comes to 
lesson planning. Many teachers 
turn to the world-wide-web 
for advice on improving their 
teaching and other classroom 
management tips. It can be 
difþcult and tie consuming to 
wade through hundreds of web 
pages for the best advice from 
accurate sources. Luckily, CEC 
provides members with an 
online forum where they can 

share information and connect to 
experts and other CEC members.

On CECõs blog, Reality 101 
for New Teachers, you will þnd 
entries to help new teachers on 
a variety of topics. Read articles 
about the òhidden curriculum,ó 
tips for you and your students, 
access tips on inclusion of 
students with disabilities in 
general education classes, and 
more topics to come. Articles are 
arranged by both date and topic, 
making it convenient to browse 
the blog by issue or þnd tips fast 

if you need quick answers about 
a speciþc topic. 

Experienced teachers, 
pre-service students, and 
paraprofessionals will likely 
þnd tips and insights on the 
blog useful as the site allows 
an honest look into many 
relevant topics. This blog is just 
another beneþt to membership 
in the Council for Exceptional 
Children. To read more or share 
your own tips, visit the blog at 
http://cecblog.typepad.com/cec/.

CEC has implemented an 
exciting new pilot project to 
support new/future special 
education teachers, the CEC/
CEC Pioneers Division Student 
Mentoring Pilot. Members from 
the CECõs Pioneers Division 
(CEC-PD), including CEC past 
presidents, award winners, and 
many from the òWhoõs Who 
in Special Education,ó are 
mentoring students from the CEC 
student chapters at the University 

of Cincinnati, Canisius College, 
Southern Illinois University-
Edwardsville, Georgian Court 
University, and Hood College.

At the 2008 CEC Convention 
& Expo in Boston, the students 
and their mentors will meet in 
a special reception. An interim 
report on the pilot will be 
presented to the CEC Board of 
Directors at the convention, and a 
þnal report and recommendation 
will be made later this year.

Congratulations to these 
chapters and their faculty 
advisors and students; and thank 
you to the CEC-PD members 
who are serving as mentors. This 
experience will be rewarding for 
all of the participants--the CEC-
PD members who will mentor 
future special educators and the 
students who will beneþt from 
the experience and expertise of 
these long term CEC members.



Hereõs how these student chapters raise funds 
to attend the CEC Annual Convention & Expo:

 
receives a portion of the proþts for working 
a concession stand for the local baseball and 
football teams, has a bake sale, and asks the 
universityõs education department for funds. 
The chapter has raised an average of $4,000 
and sent 14 members to the CEC Convention.

 sells cookie, dip, spiced 
tea, and soup mixes in a jar, and cocoa mix in 
a mug decorated for the holidays. They dis-
tribute the order forms to university students 
and faculty, and put the forms in the teachersõ 
lounges at the schools where they are student 
teaching or have practica.

 obtains monies from the 
BYU Annual Fund. BYU alumni donate to 
this fund to support student organizations at 
the university. The chapter writes thank you 
letters to those who have donated in exchange 
for the funds.

Share your chapterõs fundraising ideas. 
Send them to students@cec.sped.org.

The education of students with disabilities varies greatly 
from state to state, province to province, and country to 
country. Much can be gained when educators share their 
experiences and insight with others in the þeld. In the ever-
changing þeld of special education, it can be especially 
helpful to seek information about special education 
programs and trend in other areas of the world.

The Division of International Special Education 
and Services (DISES), a division of the Council 
for Exceptional Children, promotes international 
communication, cooperation, and progress in education 
and services for children and youth who have disabilities 
and/or are gifted and talented. Special student membership 
rates are available in the U.S. and Canada for full-time 

college or university students, and part-time students not 
engaged in full-time employment.

Members of DISES receive the Journal of International 
Special Needs Education, which focuses on international 
issues within our þeld. Membership in DISES also gains 
you access to one of the largest international conferences 
in Special Education. Anadolu University is pleased 
to invite you to join them in Marmaris, Turkey, June 
18ð21, 2008, for a unique, informative and entertaining 
professional development event. The theme for the 2nd 
International Conference on Special Education is òSharing 
Knowledge and Experience Around the Worldó and 
there will be opportunities to gain information and an 
international perspective of the þeld of special education.

For more information, visit http://www.cec.sped.org/
Content/NavigationMenu/AboutCEC/International/DISES/




