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Graduation Award
2010
To enhance the retention rate of Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) student members transitioning to professional membership status in The Council, and to provide support for school expenses, two cash awards are made each year, one for a graduating undergraduate and one for a graduating graduate CEC student member. The amount of the award may vary from year-to-year depending on the amount of money raised for the scholarship fund. 

Award Benefits

The recipients of the 2010 Graduation Award will:

· Be recognized at an awards ceremony during the Student Forum at the CEC 2010 Convention & Expo in Nashville, TN

· Receive a framed certificate of achievement

· Receive a cash award

· Be recognized in CEC Today, CEC’s member e-newsletter

· Be profiled on CEC’s Web site (www.cec.sped.org) 

Award Criteria

Applicants must:

1. Be an undergraduate or graduate (doctoral or master’s candidate) student enrolled at an accredited college or university graduating in the academic year the award is given. (To receive the award in 2010, the applicant must be graduating in 2010.)

2. Have an overall grade point average (GPA) of 3.0 or better on a 4.0 scale.

3. Be a current CEC student member and have been a member for at least one year.

Application Process

Applicants for this award must submit the following:

1. Application Form, Sections I and II (one page).

2. Application Form, Section III – Maximum of two (2) typewritten pages describing:

a. Your understanding of the field of exceptionality and your experience with individuals with exceptionalities

b. Your short term goals for working with individuals with exceptionalities

c. Your extracurricular activities (college, community, CEC, or other organizations)

d. Your long term professional goals for working with individuals with exceptionalities and how you see your partnership with CEC facilitating your goals

e. Your personal experience with individuals with exceptionalities

3.   Two letters of recommendation:
a. One letter from your CEC Student Chapter faculty advisor (with input from the chapter) addressing your commitment to special education and CEC.
b. One letter from an academic advisor, employer, or professor addressing your commitment to special education.
4. Documentation of your GPA or grades (transcripts from your college/university). 
Please note there are separate Application Forms for undergraduate and graduate students.

Nomination materials may be submitted via e-mail, fax or mail. 
To be considered for selection, the completed application packet must be postmarked by 
October 30, 2009, and sent to:

Student Awards


Council for Exceptional Children


Suite 300



1110 North Glebe Road


Arlington, VA 22201-5704


Fax: 703/758-1896, Attn: Susan Simmons


E-mail: students@cec.sped.org, Attn: Student Awards
Scoring 

Total Possible Points: 100
· Your understanding of the field of exceptionality and your experience with individuals with exceptionalities (15 points)

· Your short term goals for working with individuals with exceptionalities (15 points)

· Your extracurricular activities (college, community, CEC, or other organizations) (10 points)

· Your long term professional goals for working with individuals with exceptionalities and how you see your partnership with CEC facilitating your goals (15 points)

· Personal experience with persons with exceptionalities (15 points)

· Letter of recommendation from your CEC Student Chapter advisor (with input from the chapter) addressing your commitment to special education and CEC (15 points)

· Letter of recommendation from an academic advisor, employer, or professor addressing your commitment to special education (10 points)

· Documentation of GPA or grades (5 points)

Selection Process

The Chair of the CEC Student Committee will appoint a subcommittee to conduct an individual blind review of each application based on the criteria and weighted system set forth above. The application with the highest accumulative score will be recommended to the CEC Student Committee to receive the award.

Other Information
CEC does not pay the travel costs or convention registration for award recipients. The recipient does not have to be in attendance at the convention to receive the award.

