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Ethnic Diversity Scholarship

2010
The Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) annually confers a cash scholarship to a CEC student member from an ethnic background who is currently pursuing a degree in special education. The amount of the scholarship may vary from year-to-year depending on the amount of money raised for the scholarship fund.

This award is named honor of Dr. Kayte M. Fearn, who in her 67-year career in special education worked to enhance educational opportunities and education success for professionals and students from diverse ethnic backgrounds.

Award Benefits

The 2010 Kayte M. Fearn CEC Ethnic Diversity Scholarship recipient will:

· Be recognized at an awards ceremony during the Student Forum at the CEC 2010 Convention & Expo in Nashville, TN

· Receive a framed certificate of achievement

· Receive a cash award

· Be recognized in CEC Today, CEC’s member e-newsletter

· Be profiled on CEC’s Web site (www.cec.sped.org) 

Award Criteria

Applicants must:

1. Be a current CEC student member and have been a member for at least one year.

2. Be a citizen of the United States or Canada.

3. Be a member of an ethnically diverse group.

4. Be a junior, senior, or graduate student enrolled in an accredited college or university for the academic year this award is given and majoring in special education.

5. Have a grade point average (GPA) of 3.0 or higher on a 4.0 scale in the applicant’s


Major.

Application Process

Applicants for this award must submit the following:

1. Application Form, Section I (one page). 
2. Application Form, Section II – Maximum of two (2) typewritten pages describing:

a. CEC and other activities in which you participate that demonstrate your involvement in the field of exceptionality  

b. How will your current and future involvement with CEC inform your practice?

c. Why did you choose special education as a career?

d. How do you view the roles of special educators?

e. What do you hope to accomplish as a special educator?

3.
Two letters of recommendation:
a. One letter from your CEC Student Chapter faculty advisor (with input from the chapter) addressing your commitment to special education and CEC.
b. One letter from an academic advisor, employer, or professor addressing your commitment to special education.

4. Documentation of your GPA or grades (transcripts from your college/university). 
Application materials may be submitted via e-mail, fax or mail. 
To be considered for selection, the completed application packet must be postmarked by 
October 30, 2009, and sent to:


Student Awards


Council for Exceptional Children


Suite 300



1110 North Glebe Road


Arlington, VA 22201-5704


Fax: 703/758-1896, Attn: Susan Simmons


E-mail: students@cec.sped.org, Attn: Student Awards

Scoring

Total Possible Points: 100

· CEC and other activities in which you participate that demonstrate your involvement in the field of exceptionality (15 points)

· How will your current and future involvement in CEC inform your practice? (15 points)

· Why did you choose special education as your career? (15 points)

· How do you view the roles of special educators? (10 points)

· What do you hope to accomplish as a special educator? (15 points)
· Letter of recommendation from your CEC Student Chapter advisor (with input from the chapter) addressing your commitment to special education and CEC (10 points)

· Letter of recommendation from an academic advisor, employer, or professor addressing your commitment to special education (10 points)

·  Documentation of GPA (10 points)

Selection Process

The Chair of the CEC Student Committee will appoint a subcommittee, including at least one representative from the CEC Diversity Committee (if available), to conduct an individual blind review of each application based on the criteria and weighted system set forth above. The application with the highest accumulative score will be recommended to the CEC Student Committee to receive this award.

Other Information

CEC does not pay the travel costs or convention registration for award recipients. The recipient does not have to be in attendance at the convention to receive the award.
