Council for Exceptional Children’s
Voter Education Guide
Election 2008

Presidential Election

Meet the 2008 Candidates

Charles “Chuck” Baldwin Ralph Nader
(Constitution) (Green)
Bob Barr Cynthia Ann McKinney
(Libertarian) (Green Party, Peace and Freedom)
John McCain Barack Obama

(Republican) (Democra t)



G
o Council for
Exceptional
Children

The volce and vision of special education

Dear CEC Member,

With Election Day quickly approaching, CEC is pleased to provide you with CEC’s
Voter Education Guide, your resource to the upcoming presidential elections.

As educators, it is our role to promote civic responsibility and participation in our
democracy. To exemplify this, CEC has unveiled its “| Educate, | Participate”
campaign to illustrate the strong voice of educators as active participants in our
society.

While CEC does not take a position supporting or opposing any candidate or political
party, we do want to provide our members with general information on the
presidential candidates, voter registration information, and classroom resources. For
additional information, please visit CEC’s Legislative Action Center online at
www.cec.sped.org >Policy and Advocacy>Legislative Action Center.

Together we can make a difference,
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Deborah A. Ziegler
Associate Executive Director
Policy and Advocacy Services
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Presidential Candidate Biographical Information

Charles “Chuck Baldwin
Party: Constitution
Residence: Pensacola, FL
Marital Status: Married (Connie)
(Prev.) Occupation: Minister
Education: BA, MA, Liberty University
Birthdate: 05/03/1953
Birthplace: La Porte, Indiana
Website: http://baldwin08.com/

Bob Barr
Party: Libertarian
Residence: Smyrna, GA
Marital Status: Married (Jeri)
(Prev.) Occupation: Public Official
Prev. Political Exp.: US Congress, 1994-
2002
Education: BA University of Southern
California, 1970; JD Georgetown Law
Center, 1977
Birthdate: 11/05/1948
Birthplace: lowa City, 1A
Website(s): http://www.bobbarr2008.com

John McCain
Party: Republican
Residence: Phoenix
Marital Status: Married (Cindy Lou)
(Prev.) Occupation: Naval Officer
Prev. Political Exp.: US House, 1982-86;
US Senate, 1986-present
Military Service: USN, 1958-81
Education: BS United States Naval
Academy, 1958
Birthdate: 8/29/1936
Birthplace: Panama Canal Zone

Website(s): http://www.johnmccain.com/
http://mccain.senate.gov/

Ralph Nader
Party: Green
Residence: Winsted, CT
Marital Status: Single
(Prev.) Occupation: Attorney,; Consumer Advocate
Education: AB, East Asian Studies, Woodrow
Wilson School of International Affairs, Princeton
University, 1955; LLB, Harvard Law School, 1958
Birthdate: 02/27/1934
Birthplace: Winsted, CT
Website: http://www.votenader.org/

Cynthia McKinney
Party: Green Party, Peace and Freedom
Residence: Lithonia, GA
Marital Status: Single
(Prev.) Occupation: U.S. Congresswoman
Education: MA, Tufts University
AB, University of Southern California
Birthdate: 03/17/1955
Birthplace: Atlanta, GA
Website: http://www.runcynthiarun.org/

A
Barack Obama
Party: Democrat
Residence: Chicago, IL
Marital Status: Married (Michelle)
(Prev.) Occupation: Attorney, Lecturer
Prev. Political Exp.: IL Senate, 1996-
2004; US Senate, 2004-present
Education: BA Columbia University,
1983; JD Harvard University, 1991
Birthdate: 8/4/1961
Birthplace: Honolulu, HI
Website(s): http://www.barackobama.com/
http://obama.senate.gov/




Charles “Chuck” Baldwin’s Positions on
Education Issues

Does anybody really believe that, despite the billions of dollars spent, that the "education system" is not deteriorating
at a rapid pace in the United States? Maybe it's time to get back to the basics, including following the Constitution of
these United States.

Since the Constitution grants the Federal Government no authority over Education, the 10th Amendment applies,
which sets forth:

"The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to
the States respectively, or to the people.”

Because the federal government has absolutely no jurisdiction concerning the education of our children, the United
States Department of Education will be abolished under a Chuck Baldwin Administration, and | will work to have all
federal legislation related to education repealed. | oppose enactment of any federal laws subsidizing or regulating the
education of children. Under no circumstances should the federal government be involved in national teacher
certification, educational curricula, textbook selection, learning standards, comprehensive sex education, psychological
and psychiatric research testing programs, and personnel. Because control over education is now being relegated to
departments other than the Department of Education, it should likewise be made clear that no federal agency,
department, board, or other entity may properly exercise jurisdiction over any aspect of children's upbringing.

I wholeheartedly support the unimpeded right of parents to provide for the education of their children in the manner
they deem best, including homeschooling or private or religious instruction. My Administration will oppose any and
all federal legislation that would interfere with or restrict that liberty.

I support equitable tax relief for families whose children do not attend government schools. "Education™ will only start
to improve in this country when control of the education of our children is returned to the states, the local communities
and, most importantly, to the parents.

Candidate positions were taken directly from the candidates’ websites. CEC does
not endorse/support/oppose any political party or candidate



Bob Barr’s Positions on Education Issues

Parents have a duty to raise and educate their children, but without choice for alternatives to government
schooling, the ability of parents to fulfill that role is severely limited. Education involves not just practical
learning, but the transmission of moral values, making it even more important to return authority to
parents for deciding their children’s schooling without interference from government.

The free market naturally provides both choice and competition, providing goods and services of higher
quality for less expense. These principles should be applied to education. Unfortunately, the government’s
near monopoly on education in the United States has seized control of our children’s education from
parents, and has trapped children in failing schools across the country.

The more we increase government control over education, the bigger the problem becomes. Turning
education over to the federal government, as through such legislation as the No Child Left Behind Act has
not worked. Trying to fix failing schools with more money and regulations also has failed to do anything
other than waste taxpayer money without results.

School reform starts by shifting control over education from government to parents. We must abolish the
Department of Education, eliminate federal grants and regulations, and begin moving power back to the
states and local communities. States should consider tax credits or deductions for parents who home
school or send their children to private schools. Public schools should be managed locally, increasing
accountability and parental involvement. Parents should have control of and responsibility for the funds
expended for their children’s education. Ultimately, education will best serve the children of America if it
occurs within a competitive private system rather than a government system.

Candidate positions were taken directly from the candidates’ websites.
CEC does not endorse/support/oppose any political party or candidate




John McCain’s Positions on Education Issues

John McCain believes American education must be worthy of the promise we make to our children and
ourselves. He understands that we are a nation committed to equal opportunity, and there is no equal opportunity
without equal access to excellent education.

Public education should be defined as one in which our public support for a child's education follows that child
into the school the parent chooses. The school is charged with the responsibility of educating the child, and must
have the resources and management authority to deliver on that responsibility. They must also report to the
parents and the public on their progress.

The deplorable status of preparation for our children, particularly in comparison with the rest of the
industrialized world, does not allow us the luxury of eliminating options in our educational repertoire. John
McCain will fight for the ability of all students to have access to all schools of demonstrated excellence,
including their own homes.

No Child Left Behind has focused our attention on the realities of how students perform against a common
standard. John McCain believes that we can no longer accept low standards for some students and high standards
for others. In this age of honest reporting, we finally see what is happening to students who were previously
invisible. While that is progress all its own, it compels us to seek and find solutions to the dismal facts before us.

John McCain believes our schools can and should compete to be the most innovative, flexible and student-
centered - not safe havens for the uninspired and unaccountable. He believes we should let them compete for the
most effective, character-building teachers, hire them, and reward them.

If a school will not change, the students should be able to change schools. John McCain believes parents should
be empowered with school choice to send their children to the school that can best educate them just as many
members of Congress do with their own children. He finds it beyond hypocritical that many of those who would
refuse to allow public school parents to choose their child's school would never agree to force their own children
into a school that did not work or was unsafe. They can make another choice. John McCain believes that is a
fundamental and essential right we should honor for all parents.

As president, John McCain will pursue reforms that address the underlying cultural problems in our education
system - a system that still seeks to avoid genuine accountability and responsibility for producing well-educated
children.

John McCain will place parents and children at the center of the education process, empowering parents by
greatly expanding the ability of parents to choose among schools for their children. He believes all federal
financial support must be predicated on providing parents the ability to move their children, and the dollars
associated with them, from failing schools.

Candidate positions were taken directly from the candidates’ websites.
CEC does not endorse/support/oppose any political party or candidate



Cynthia Ann McKinney’s Positions on
Education Issues

Cynthia McKinney’s positions on education issues were not available on her Web site.

Candidate positions were taken directly from the candidates’ websites. CEC does
not endorse/support/oppose any political party or candidate



Barack Obama’s Positions on Special
Education Issues

'\

Fully Funding the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act: Barack Obama has been a strong and consistent advocate for fully funding
the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). Congress promised to shoulder 40 percent of each state’s “excess cost” of educating
children with disabilities, but it has never lived up to this obligation. Currently, the federal government provides less than half of the promised
funding (17 percent). Children are being shortchanged, and their parents are forced to fight with cash-strapped school districts to get the free
and appropriate education the IDEA promises their children. Fully funding IDEA will provide students with disabilities the public education
they have a right to, and school districts will be able to provide services without cutting into their general education budgets. In addition to
fully funding IDEA, Obama will ensure effective implementation and enforcement of the Act.

Early Intervention for Children with Disabilities: Children’s ability to succeed in school relies on the foundation they build in their first
three years. Pre-kindergarten for four-year-olds is important, but it is not enough to ensure children arrive at school ready to learn. This is
particularly so for children with disabilities and/or special health care needs, who already face challenges in the early years that can set them
behind their peers before they ever enter school. Barack Obama will invest $10 billion per year in early intervention educational and
developmental programs for children between zero and five. His plan will help expand Early Head Start to serve more children with
disabilities, and will spur states, through programs like Early Learning Challenge Grants, to expand programs for children with disabilities,
such as IDEA Part C, and integrate these programs with other early childhood programs.

Support Universal Screening: Roughly 90 percent of infants in the United States are screened for various potentially disabling or life-
threatening conditions, but fewer than half the states screen all infants for the American College of Medical Genetics’ full recommended panel
of 29 disorders. Many of these conditions, if caught early, can be treated before they result in permanent impairments or even death. And
parents are often unaware that the tests are available. Barack Obama believes that we should ensure that all states have comprehensive
newborn screening programs. In addition, Obama supports setting a national goal to provide rescreening for all two-year-olds — the age at
which some conditions, including autism spectrum disorders, begin to appear. Part of Obama's early childhood intervention plan will be
directed at coordinating fragmented community programs to help provide parents with information about screening for disabilities as infants
and again as two-year olds. Achieving universal screening is essential so that disabilities can be identified early enough to help children and
families get the special supports and resources they need.

Support Vocational Rehabilitation Programs: Students with disabilities who graduate from high school face unique challenges that often
serve as barriers to college matriculation or entry into the workforce. VVocational rehabilitation programs currently exist in every state that have
provided successful counseling to help high school students with disabilities and high school graduates with disabilities to develop the life
skills necessary to move on to college and into independent lives. Obama supports vocational rehabilitation programs and will assure there is
sufficient funding to empower Americans with disabilities to succeed in college and beyond.

Improving College Opportunities for High School Graduates with Disabilities: If they are to succeed to their fullest capabilities in the
labor market, students with disabilities need more opportunities to obtain a college education. Today, however, students with disabilities are
less likely to attend college than their peers and are less likely to complete a degree program when they do attend. When students with
disabilities do graduate from college, the first year of their participation in the labor market is roughly equal to their classmates without
disabilities. To improve college opportunities, Barack Obama will:

o Make College More Affordable: Obama will help make college more affordable and accessible by creating a new American
Opportunity Tax Credit. This universal and fully refundable credit will ensure that the first $4,000 of a college education is
completely free for most Americans, and will cover twothirds of the cost of tuition at the average public college or university.

e Strengthen Community Colleges: Almost half of all college students with disabilities attend public two-year institutions,
particularly community colleges. Obama will create a Community College Partnership Program to strengthen community colleges by
providing grants to (a) conduct more thorough analysis of the types of skills and technical education that are in high demand from
students and local industry; (b) implement new associate of arts degree programs that cater to emerging industry and technical career
demands; and (c) reward those institutions that graduate more students and also increase their numbers of transfer students to four-
year institutions. These efforts will ensure that community college students are able to directly use their skills in the workforce
following graduation, and be prepared to continue their higher education. And the grants will support programs that facilitate transfers
from two-year institutions to four-year institutions.

Authorize a Comprehensive Study of Students with Disabilities and Transition to Work and Higher

Education: There has not been a comprehensive study of evaluating access to higher education or transition to the workforce by students with
disabilities. As president, Barack Obama will initiate such a study and task his Secretary of Education with researching: the barriers that keep
students with disabilities from seeking and completing higher education; the barriers that prevent students from making a direct transition to
work; the extent to which students with disabilities are able to access loans and grants; reasons college students with disabilities drop out at a
higher rate; and best practices from schools that have effectively recruited and graduated students with disabilities that can be implemented
more widely. To access Barack Obama’s comprehensive education plan, go to http://www.barackobama.com/issues/education/

Candidate positions were taken directly from the candidates’ websites. CEC does
not endorse/support/oppose any political party or candidate




Ralph Nader’s Positions on Education Issues

Education for Everyone

Education is primarily the responsibility of state and local governments. The federal government has a critical
supporting role to play in ensuring that all children -- irrespective of the income of their parents, or their race --
are provided with rich learning environments, equal educational opportunities, and upgraded and repaired school
buildings.

The government has an important role to play in keeping undermining influences out of the public schools --
among them, commercialism and private school voucher programs. The federal government must not impose an
overemphasis on high-stakes standardized tests. Such testing has a negative impact on student learning,
curriculum, and teaching by resulting in excessive time devoted to narrow test participation, de-enrichment of
the curriculum, false accountability, equity and cultural bias, and excessive use of financial resources for testing,
among other problems. Federal law should be transformed to one that supports teachers and students -- from one
that relies primarily on standardized tests and punishment. The government should encourage schools to infuse
their curriculum with civic experiences that teaches students both how to connect classroom learning to the
outside world and how to practice democracy.

Education: Over-emphasis on standardized testing

The Nader campaign opposes the over-reliance on high stakes standardized tests included in federal Elementary
and Secondary Education Act, commonly known as "No Child Left Behind." High stakes standardized tests have
a negative impact on student learning, curriculum, and teaching. Using high frequency test scores to determine
funding for a school, retention and graduation of students results in numerous unintended consequences. Citizens
for Quality Assessment of the Education Department of Southwestern University in Texas highlights many of
these negative consequences including:

e Use of single (limited) rather than multiple (comprehensive) measures of assessment

o Excessive time devoted to narrow test preparation

o Negative, unnecessary and often lasting labeling of children

e De-enrichment of the curriculum

o False accountability

« Movement away from widely accepted standards of teaching principles of best practice as articulated by
the national Council of Teachers of Mathematics, National Council of Teachers of English, National
Science Teachers Association, National Association for the Education of Young Children, and American
Education Research Association.

e Issues of equity and cultural bias

e Assessment practices contrary to recommendations of most professional organizations (these associations
widely condemn the use of high-stakes testing) and even of the companies producing the tests

o Excessive use of financial resources for testing

The Nader campaign agrees with Citizens for Quality Assessment that federal policy needs to be transformed
from one that uses punishments to control schools to one that supports teachers and students; from one that relies
primarily on standardized tests to one that encourages high-quality assessments. Broader measures of student
learning are needed that include reliance of classroom-based assessments along with testing. Also, broader
curricula are needed to enrich students, including development of the civic skill of engagement in understanding
the world around them.

Candidate positions were taken directly from the candidates’ websites.
CEC does not endorse/support/oppose any political party or candidate



Voter Registration Information

Each state has different deadlines to register to vote for the 2008 presidential election on
November 4, 2008. States except North Dakota, Wyoming, and New Hampshire allow
residents to register to vote online.

Register to vote in 3 easy steps!

1. Go to CEC’s Legislative Action Center, http://capwiz.com/cek/ and enter your zip
code

2. Fill out the form in its entirety and print it

3. Mail it to the address provided
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Additional Voter Information

Classroom Resources
Library of Congress
www.loc.gov
The Library of Congress is the nation's oldest federal cultural institution and serves as the research arm of Congress. There are
resources for children and teachers on civics, social studies, and history (including lesson plans and activities).

The National Archives- Digital Classroom

http://www.archives.gov/education/

The Digital Classroom is the National Archives' gateway for resources about primary sources, activities and training for educators and
students.

Project VoteSmart
http://www.votesmart.org/
Election, candidate, and campaign information on federal, state, and local elections.

CEC'’s Legislative Action Center
http://www.capwiz.com/cek/home/
Take action on issues that CEC members care about! Election information and voter registration information is accessible.

Political News
ED in ‘08
http://www.edin08.com/
This nonpartisan campaign seeks to unite all Americans around the crucial mission of improving our public schools by elevating the
discussion to a national stage -- and what better stage than a presidential election?

Politico

http://www.politico.com/

The Politico covers the politics of Capitol Hill and of the presidential campaign, and the business of Washington lobbying and
advocacy.

New York Times Politics
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/politics/
Political news from the New York Times

Washington Post Politics
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/politics/
Political News from the Washington Post

Candidate Websites

Bob Barr
http://www.bobbarr2008.com/

John McCain
http://www.johnmccain.com/

Ralph Nader
http://www.votenader.org/

Barack Obama
http://www.barackobama.com/
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